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the paper in question. In doing so I have the
best grounds for believing that I perform an act
that would have been grateful to her were she
living. She was fully informed of my intention
to publish it and could not but be sensible that
the long respect and affectionate attachment of
General "Washington which her husband enjoyed,
as so indelibly stamped upon these letters, is a
record of his probity, capacity, and sterling worth,
than which none could ever be more precious, or
be likely to endure longer. This consideration it
might be thought affects only the descendants of
Colonel Lear or others devoted to his memory;
but I have ventured to think that the publica-
tion may not be wholly unacceptable on broader
grounds. Nothing, indeed, in authentic connection
with Washington's great name can ever be un-
welcome to the American people; and although
it may have happened that some few of those let-
ters have heretofore found their way into print in
whole or in part, the number, as far as was known
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